
From Birds of the Central Carolinas by Donald W. Seriff, illustrations by Leigh Anne Carter  © 2018 Mecklenburg County  www.parkandrec.com

(P
hi

l F
ow

ler
)

Birds classified in the Gnatcatcher family are often described as “diminutive,” “dainty,” “slender,” and “active.” They 
generally have long tails and fairly long, thin, pointed bills. They are insectivorous, arboreal, and usually build small 
cup-shaped nests.  
  There are 15 species of Gnatcatchers and all live in temperate regions of either North or South America. Four species 
have been found in North America, and only one of these, the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, is found in the Carolinas. 
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