
From Birds of the Central Carolinas by Donald W. Seriff, illustrations by Leigh Anne Carter © 2018 Mecklenburg County www.parkandrec.com

(Je
ff 

Le
m

on
s)

Longspurs are small songbirds that might be mistaken for sparrows, but they are now placed in their own taxonomic 
family. They eat insects most of the year, but they have stout bills that are used for cracking open and eating seeds, which 
are their primary food source in winter. Most North American longspurs nest along the edge of the Arctic tundra.
 There are only six species of longspurs in the entire world. Four of these six species have been found in the 
Carolina Piedmont. Three, the Smith’s Longspur, Chestnut-collared Longspur, and Snow Bunting, are described in the 
Supplementary Bird List. The fourth, the Lapland Longspur, is described here.     
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