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On 12 June 1969 James White discovered a nest of the Slate-colored Junco ( Junco 
hyemalis) inside a roof drainage gutter on the north side of the main laboratory building 
at the Highlands Biological Station, Highlands, N.C. The gutter and nest were situated 9 
feet and 5 inches above the ground, and on first examination 3 eggs were noted. 
Considering the heavy rainfall at Highlands, the choice of such a site seemed particularly 
unusual and precarious, so I checked the nest on three subsequent occasions to 
determine its fate. On 16 June one blind, naked nestling was present and no trace of any 



of the eggs remained. By 24 June the nestling was well feathered and occupied 
practically the entire nest; and on 27 June the young bird had left the nest and was seen 
in a nearby shrub. 

As pointed out by Stupka (Notes on the Birds of Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, 1963) the Junco ordinarily nests on the ground, choosing the edge of a bank, rock 
ledge, or the base of a tree trunk for its building site. Occasionally, nests are placed in 
trees or shrubs, however, ranging as high as 30 feet, according to Ganier (J. Tenn. Acad. 
Sei., 1:31-40, 1926). Apparently the only records of fhe birds' utilizing sites other than 
the ground or low vegetation were reported by Sprunt (Auk, 41:610-612, 1924; Auk, 
47:568, 1930) who described three such nests: one in a tin can at the edge of a tennis 
court, another on the rafter of a garage, and a third in a fern basket, all 3 records coming 
from Blowing Rock, N.C. 
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