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For a number of permanent resident species that do not congregate during migration, 
and are generally thinly distributed at all times of year, it is difficult to ascertain 
migratory movements except in closely monitored arcas. The Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius 
ludovicianus) is such a species. 

During the winter 1968-1969, I was conducting a study of the bird populations of a 
suburban area of Raleigh. Observation and mist-netting failed to reveal the presence of 
any shrikes in my study area (about 65 acres). 

On 3 and 4 March five Loggerhead Shrikes appeared in the area. The first, a single 
bird, suddenly appeared in my yard on 3 March. I was banding birds and had one 12 m 
net open. I left the net for about 10 minutes. On returning, I discovered the shrike 
perched on top of the net. I watched it while it then made an attack on a Slate-colored 



Junco (Junco hyemalis) in the net. The junco gave a distress call, and I intervened before 
the shrike could harm it. The shrike left, but to my chagrin I discovered 2 dead Pine 
Siskins (Spinus pinus) in the net. The shrike had killed them in my brief absence. I then 
removed all live birds from the net and waited for the shrike. In 5 minutes it returned 
and made three more passes at one of the dead siskins. It hit the siskin with its feet, but 
when the siskin stayed in the net, the shrike fell back to the ground and sat for several 
seconds, and then flew off. Twice again it hit the siskin, and failing to dislodge it, flew 
up in a pecan tree nearby. The shrike then left the immediate area. An hour later, it 
returned and managed to behead one siskin in the net. I saw it fly off with the head. A 
half hour later it returned, but didn't make a pass, although it perched in the pecan and 
seemed to watch the net. It stayed in the general area another 15 minutes, and its 
presence was accompanied by the scolding of chickadees, goldfinches, House Sparrows 
(about 15 formed a flock and followed the shrike about at a distance), Robins, 
Mockingbirds (who didn't chase the shrike), and Downy Woodpeckers, who got the 
closest to the perched shrike, although they kept behind branches. 

On 4 March Micou Browne and I saw two Loggerhead Shrikes at Lake Boone, also in 
the study area and near my yard. One shrike was captured in a mist net when it 
attempted to capture a White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis). It had already 
succeeded in dispatching a Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana) in the net. This shrike 
was collected. It was a female (ova 10 mm x 4 mm) L. l. ludovicianus. This is the 
resident race in Wake County, although this is near the northern edge of its range. After 
10 March no more shrikes were seen in the area. This indicates that there is an early 
March movement of this race, probably of birds breeding slightly to the north. 

Some points may be made about the behavior of Loggerhead Shrikes around 
mist-netted birds: 1) When the shrike was unable to extract killed prey, its attention 
switched to other netted birds; 2) Shrikes killed netted birds by biting into the neck and 
base of skull; 3) The shrike made repeated attempts to dislodge prey, and returned as 
much as 1 hour later; 4) The shrike took away part of the victim when it could not get 
the whole carcass. 

I want to thank Roxie Laybourne of the Smithsonian Institution, who made the 
subspecific identification of the shrike. 
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