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During the winter of 1967-1968 I noticed that House Sparrows roosted in various 
deciduous trees in the fall, but did not roost in these same trees in the winter season. 

Below are my notes, abbreviated, for the fall of 1968 describing changes in the 
roosting behavior of a mixed flock of House Sparrows and Starlings on the North 
Carolina State University campus. 

1-13 October -- About 120 House Sparrows and 30 Starlings roosted in four of seven 
American elm trees (40 feet high) planted in a row next to the College Union. 
Individual birds would flit back and forth among the trees, continually 
chattering, until about 1/2 hour after sundown. I found no Starlings or sparrows 
roosting in nearby evergreens. 

14 October -- First leaf coloration noted in elms. No change in bird behavior. 
21 October — One third of leaves are in full color and some leaf-fall is evident. No 

change in bird behavior. 
28 October -- All leaves colored, 1/3 of leaves have fallen (visual estimate). No change 

in bird behavior. 
4 November — One half of the leaves have fallen. There appears to be more 



restlessness and chirping prior to settling down for the night. Evergreens still not 
in use. 

11 November — No change in behavior from 4 November. Leaf-fall is nearly complete. 
12 November — High winds prevailed all day and well into the night as a weather front 

passed through Raleigh. No birds are roosting in the elms. The mixed flock is 
now in the evergreen magnolias (30-40 feet tall), about 125 yards to the south 
of the elms. 

13 November — The weather is calm, but the birds are roosting totally in the 
evergreens. 

18 November — The main body of the flock shifted to other trees within the row of 
evergreens, but none returned to the nearby deciduous trees. 

20-23 November -- No change in bird behavior. 
This flock of birds preferred deciduous to evergreen trees for autumn roosting even 

when leaf-fall of deciduous trees was nearly complete. A change in weather initiated the 
shift to roosting in evergreens, and after passage of the front the flock did not return to 
roosting sites in deciduous trees. 
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