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A Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) was found dead on 23 January 1969 by John C. 
Young and sent to North Carolina State University to be prepared as a study skin. It was 
found in the NW corner of Buncombe County near Sandymush Bald, about 10.25 air 
miles W-NW of Leicester, N.C., at an altitude of about 5,000 feet. It proved to be an 
immature female with ova 2x2 mm in diameter and had a light accumulation of body 
fat, Several Mallophaga and one Hippoboscid fly were the only external parasites found. 
The scapulars and the back were molting heavily; and the breast, abdomen, head, and 
neck were molting lightly. All of the rectrices were old feathers except No. 1 left and 
No. 1 right which were about one-third developed. The primaries were also undergoing 
molt. On the right wing, primaries No. 1, 2, and 3 were new feathers; No. 4 was 
three-quarters developed; and the remaining ones were old. On the left wing, primaries 
No. 1 and 4 were broken off at the base (apparently shot), No. 2 and 3 were new 
feathers, and the remaining ones were old. 

The specimen was prepared into a study skin and deposited in the North Carolina 
State Museum collection as NCSM No. 3937. 

[Observations of Golden Eagles in North Carolina are unusual. Most records are 
probably of immature birds, such as the above, which have wandered east of their usual 
range--DEPT. ED.] 
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