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While observing the sunset from Barnett Knob Fire Tower on the Swain-Jackson 
county line in the Cherokee Indian Reservation in North Carolina on 14 August 1969, I 
heard the unmistakable call notes of the Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus). The time 
was approximately 8:15 PM EDST. The bird gave its call twice with an interval of about 
8 minutes between the calls. Mike Browne and Darryl Moffet were also present. 

The area surrounding the summit of Barnett Knob is second-growth deciduous forest. 
Spruce is not present save for three small trees at the base of the tower. These appear to 
have been planted. This observation thus constitutes a late-season calling record for 
North Carolina as well as a record from outside of the normal habitat of the Saw-whet 
Owl. The elevation of Barnett Knob is approximately 4,500 feet. The bird was not heard 
on subsequent visits. 
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