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I observed a Slate-colored Junco (Junco hyemalis) near the town of Ela in Swain 
County, N.C., on 13 June 1969. This locality is at approximately 2,000 feet elevation. 
Aecording to Stupka (Birds of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 1963) this 
species is usually confined to altitudes above 3,000 feet during the breeding season. 
Indeed, he points out that the birds are not found below 3,200 feet in the drainage of 
the Oconaluftee River. The Ela locality is within that drainage. This record thus 
constitutes an unusual and presumably abnormal occurrence of this species. 
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