
Behavior of Some Birds During a Total Eclipse of the Sun 

PAUL A. STEWART 
Entomology Research Division, Agricultural Researeh Serviee, USDA 
Oxford, N.C. 	 25 April 1970 

From popular reports and newspaper articles I had been led to suppose that, during a 
total elipse of the sun, birds normally go to roost and otherwise behave as at nightfall. 
Accordingly, my wife and I went to the Greenville, N.C., area with plans to observe birds 
going to roost during the total eclipse of the sun at midday on 7 March 1970. 

About one-half hour before the eclipse was due to start, we went to a woods along a 
drainage ditch near Greenville and located several birds, including one Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius), two Song Sparrows (Melospiza melodia), and two 
Cardinals (Richmondena cardinalis). Of these we were able to follow only one 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and one Cardinal before and throughout the duration of the 
total eclipse. These two birds remained in view and continued moving about just as they 
had done before the eclipse started. The sapsucker moved from one position to another 
on the sides of two tree trunks in the 2 minutes and 57 seconds of the total eclipse; the 
Cardinal made three short flights to new positions among the small trees beside the 
ditch. A female Wood Duek (Aix sponsa) also flew down the ditch and gave its hoo-eek 
call as it flew past us in the darkness. We lost it from view but found it on the water of 
the ditch some 200 feet below us when better visibility returned. 

Thus, it appears that, although birds may sometimes go to roost during the darkness 
resulting from a total eclipse of the sun, this is not an invariable behavior response. 
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