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On 17 June 1970, while exploring portions of the Great Craggy Mountains of 
Buncombe County, N.C., Simpson noted a pair of Cedar Waxwings (Bombycilla 
cedorum) carrying food into a small, open grove of hawthorns (Crategus sp.) 50 yards S 
of Beetree Gap (elevation 4,920 feet). Subsequent investigation revealed a loose, 
bulky nest of twigs and grass at a height of 91/2 feet in a 12- foot hawthorn shrub. 
Examination of the nest revealed four blind, naked young. The two adults, showing no 



Figure 1. Cedar Waxwing nesting sites in North Carolina. 

sign of alarm, were seen repeatedly carrying food to the nestlings. Specimens of the 
shrub were collected, and S.W. Leonard, curator of the UNC-CH Herbarium, 
identified the plant as Crategus punctata Jacq. 

During the previous summer, the Rogers observed a pair of waxwings constructing a 
nest 20 feet up in a Fraser fir (Abies fraseri) on Wilson Ridge in the Black Mountains of 
Yancey County, N.C. The nest, located at Campsite No. 1 in Mt. Mitchell State Park at 
an elevation of 6,320 feet, was begun on 20 July 1969 and completed on 26 July. The 
Rogers noted one egg present on 26 July and two on 27 July, but their subsequent 
departure precluded any further study of the nest. However, Roberta Grey and Noel 
Free (pers. corn.) watched the adults carrying food and heard the cries of the young at 
this same nest on 22 through 24 August 1970. 

To our knowledge, there are no previously documented nesting records of the Cedar 
Waxwing from these two mountain ranges. Cairns (1889, 1891) stated that the bird 
"breeds in June" in these mountains, but he gave no specific details to support this 
contention. Brewster (1886) noted a pair "apparently about to breed in some spruces 
bordering a clearing at 5000 feet" during his visit to the Black Mountains in June 1885. 
Burleigh (1941) reported a pair gathering nesting material on Mt. Mitchell on 10 August 
1931 in a clearing at 6,600 feet, but no other breeding evidence was noted during his 
5-year study o f the area. 

It is interesting that the majority of published nest records of the Cedar Waxwing in 
North Carolina are from the piedmont or low mountain valleys, while the bulk of the 
population is found above 3,000 feet during most of the breeding season. Positive 
breeding evidence has been reported from Jackson County (Peake, 1963), Haywood 
County (Lesley, 1947), Buncombe County (Chambers, 1947), Watauga County 
(Pearson et al., 1942), Guilford County (Shaftesbury, 1949), Randolph County 
(Mattocks, 1950), and Wake County (Brimley, 1891). Reports of "nests" but with no 
details about their contents have been published from Caldwell County (Whitner, 
1956), Stokes County (Craft, 1949), and from Rocky Mount (Joyner, 1954). These 
records are summarized on the distribution map (Fig. 1). Much remains to be learned 
about the breeding distribution of this bird in the Carolinas, and observers should be 
alert to document nesting records when possible. 
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