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On 26 April 1970 a hybrid Brewster's Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera x V. Pinus) 
was identified just southeast of Chapel Hill, N.C., by Oliver Ferguson. Later on the same 
date, I passed the site repeatedly and found the bird on four occasions over a 6-hour 
period, including one close study with 7X binoculars at a distance of 30 feet at eye level. 



These observations were made along Morgan Creek at the Mason Farm, a wildlife 
preserve of the University of North Carolina, adjacent to the North Carolina Botanical 
Garden. 

Plumage characters included a bright yellow crown, thin black eye line, entirely white 
underparts, and a diffuse yellow wing patch with no clear division into separate bars. The 
song, given repeatedly, was typical of the Golden-winged Warbler (V. chrysoptera). 

The above comprises a first record for the Brewster's Warbler on Mason Farm, and 
this hybrid is quite scarce in our area. A recent comprehensive summary by R.J. Hader 
(Chat, 33:53-71) of many years of observations at Raleigh, N.C., 25 miles to the 
southeast, gives just two records, for 1888 and 1963 respectively. There is a recent 
report from Moore County by Jay Carter (Chat, 33:27). For the State as a whole, the 
1959 revision of Birds of North Carolina gives three additional dates, for Chapel Hill, 
Montreat and Greensboro respectively. 

It is interesting that the dates of the seven records noted above fall within rather 
narrow ranges, 26 April and 1 and 3 May in spring and 25, 28, and 29 August and 6 
September (1888) in the fall. 
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