
Forster's Tern Feeding Young 
In Pamlico County, N.C. 

MARVIN TURNAGE JR. 
Route 1, Box 25, Bayboro, N.C. 	 26 July 1970 

During much of June and early July 1970, I observed the habits of several Forster's 
Terns (Sterna forsteri) in Bay and Neuse Rivers in Pamlico County, N.C. 

The Forster's Terns were first seen on 9 June 1970 near Bayboro. Four terns were 
present. Three were in breeding plumage, and one was an immature bird. On 10 June an 
adult was seen to feed the immature bird on two occasions. Feeding was acomplished by 
the adult bird's hovering over the immature bird and passing fish to it. 

During the first week of July 13 Forster's Terns were seen in a flock over the Neuse 
River near Pamlico, N.C. 

[Although no nests were found, the occurrence of adult birds feeding young in 
Pamlico County is further evidence of the breeding of this bird in North Carolina. The 
first recent evidence of nesting was reported by Grant and Fussell (Chat, 34:37-38) from 
Onslow and Carteret Counties.—DEPT. ED.] 
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