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Beginning at 1 AM on the morning of 15 May 1970, I listened for some 30 minutes to 
the steady calling of a Whip-poor-will (Caprimulgus vociferus) from the ridge just north 
of Pisgah Inn, Flat Laurel Gap, Transylvania County, N.C. at an elevation of 5,000 feet. 
Subsequently, on the morning of 24 May 1970, I examined the remains (head, feet, and 
wings) of a freshly killed Whip-poor-will south of Buck Spring, Pisgah Ridge, Haywood 
County, N.C. at an elevation of 4,950 feet. Both of these sites are heavily forested with a 
fairly mature second growth of deciduous trees, although the adjacent Blue Ridge 
Parkway has brought considerable opening of the forest cover and the creation of 
intensive edge conditions to the area. 

To my knowledge, this is the highest elevation at which the Whip-poor-will has been 
recorded in North Carolina. Pearson, Brimley, and Brimley (Birds of North Carolina, 
1959) gave no attitudinal data for the state, although Brewster (Auk, 3:94-112, 
173-179, 1886) found the species fairly common up to 3,500 feet and present at 3,800 
feet around Highlands, N.C. Stupka (Notes on the Birds of Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, 1963) mentioned 3,000 feet as the approximate limit in the Asheville 
region. Additional field work is required to determine whether ecological conditions are 
suitable for the regular occurrence of this species above 3,500 feet in the mountain 
regions of North Carolina. 
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