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The Winter Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes) is a common bird of the high altitude 
spruce-fir forests of the southern Appalachians. Its occurrence outside the spruce-fir 
zone is somewhat erratic, but singing birds are heard throughout the summer at lower 
elevations. The lowest such elevation that I have encountered was that of a bird heard 
singing repeatedly throughout the breeding season (until 14 August) at the trail crossing 
at Bradley Fork near Smokemont in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. The 
exact elevation could not be determined, but it is definitely below 3,000 feet. The bird 
was also noted on several occasions at the same locality by Ranger-Naturalist Bill Alston. 
It gave a complete song characteristic of birds heard at higher localities. 

Although no nest was found, the series of records from Bradley Fork strongly 
suggests that Winter Wrens may breed outside the spruce-fir zone in the Great Smoky 
Mountains. 
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