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Pearson, Brimley, and Brimley (1942) stated that the Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle 
alcyon) is widely distributed throughout North Carolina during most of the year; but no 
mention was made concerning altitudinal limits in the mountain regions. Stupka (1963) 
reported that the species was rarely observed above 3,000 feet in the Great Smoky 
Mountains, and he mentioned a total of only five records above that elevation. Ganier 
(1926) also regarded 3,000 feet as the upper limit at which the species regularly 
occurred, and he noted that no nesting burrows had ever been found above that altitude. 
Stupka (1963) reported the sighting of a single bird at Black Camp Gap (4,522 feet) on 
31 July 1934, and this appears to be the highest elevation at which the species has been 
recorded in the southern Appalachians. 

Located high in the mountains of southeastern Haywood County, N.C., Yellowstone 
Prong of the East Fork Pigeon River flows through a massive, mile high hanging valley 
known as Graveyard Fields. This high, flat basin and the ranges which encircle it were 
once covered with a mantle of Fraser fir (Abies fraseri) and red spruce (Picea rubens); 
but a devastating forest fire in November 1925 destroyed over 25,000 acres of this virgin 
Canadian zone forest, leaving open grassy fields infiltrated by an open, mixed, early 
growth of Catawba rhodendron (Rhododendron catawbiense), serviceberry (Amelanchier 
laevis), mountain laurel (Kalmia latifolia), blueberry (Vaccinium sp.), winterberry (Ilex 
montana), yellow birch (Betula lutea), fire cherry (Prunus pensylvanica), and red maple 
(Acer rubrum). 

On 5 October 1969 I saw an adult male Belted Kingfisher at an elevation of 5,100 
feet along Yellowstone Prong approximately 200 yards above Second Falls. The bird was 
flying upstream near the Graveyard Fields trail system maintained by the Blue Ridge 
Parkway. Although I have not seen the species in this area on any other occasion, Charles 
F. Hutchinson (pers. com .) noted a pair of kingfishers on Yellowstone Prong at Upper 
Falls (5,320 feet) on numerous occasions in June 1965. Although the behavior of the 
pair suggested the possibility of breeding, Hutchinson was unable to locate a burrow or 
any other positive evidence of nesting. 

This appears to be the highest elevation at which the Belted Kingfisher has been 
recorded in the southern Appalachians. Furthermore, Hutchinson's observations suggest 
the possibility that the species may breed in this region. Observers should remain alert to 
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document any additional sightings and breeding evidence from the Yellowstone Prong 
area, which is easily accessible on foot from the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
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