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On 5 and 6 June 1970 Thomas L. Quay, Frank L. Chapman, and I conducted a 
population survey on bird nesting islands in Carteret County, N.C., by means of boat and 
airplane. One of our boat stops on 5 June was on Shackleford Banks, near Beaufort 



Inlet. Immediately after landing we heard and then saw an adult Piping Plover that 
seemed disturbed by our presence. We began to search for eggs or young, and in a few 
minutes, Chapman found a single young bird nearby. It ran well as it and the adult made 
their way westward along the sound shore. 

All three observers are familiar with Piping Plovers, and with the differences between 
Wilson's and Piping Plovers, e.g., voice, general coloration, size and color of bill. 

This breeding record appears to be only the second published from North Carolina 
since 1902, when Piping Plovers were last known to breed at Pea Island (Birds of North 
Carolina, 1959). Henry A. Hespenheide found Piping Plovers nesting near Ocracoke, 
N.C., on 10 through 12 June 1960 (Chat, 25:17). The Shackleford Banks breeding site 
apparently is the southernmost for North Carolina and the eastern United States. 
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