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On 6 June 1971I found a Traill's Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) singing steadily at 
Mason Farm near Chapel Hill, N.C. The song was of the "fitz-bew" variety. The bird was 
observed again on 12 and 19 June. The usual perch was in willow trees growing between 
multiflora rose hedges on either side of a wet ditch, surrounded by weedy fields. When 
last noted on 19 June, the songs were much less frequent; and the bird could well have 
remained in the area undetected for the rest of the summer. 

The bird was once seen in vigorous conflict with a pair of chickadees, suggesting 
territorial defense. Speculatively, the bird was a male who established a nesting territory 



and subsequently abandoned it when no mate was forthcoming. The only previous North 
Carolina breeding season records for this species of which I am aware are those of 
Wendell P. Smith at North Wilkesboro (e.g., Chat, 34:109). 

[Dept. Ed. — See the related article in this issue.] 
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