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On Friday and Saturday, 26 and 27 April 1969, I was on the R.V. Eastward, Duke 
University's oceanographic research vessel, SE of Cape Lookout, N.C. I maintained a 
continous watch for birds all day Friday and on Saturday from dawn to 07:30 with 
8x40 binoculars and, whenever possible, with a 20x60 spotting scope. 

Numerous Laughing Gulls and a few Herring Gulls were within 25 miles of shore. All 
pelagic birds were beyond 50 miles from shore. These observations are listed below in 
chronological order. 



Friday, 26 April 1969 
16:30-1 Wilson's Petrel. 34 degrees 03' N, 76 degrees 05' W, 51 miles offshore. 
18:00-1 Audubon's Shearwater: small black and white shearwater with rapidly beating 
wings. Came to within 120 yards of ship. 34 degrees 05.7' N, 76 degrees 00.8' W, 51 
miles offshore. 
Saturday, 27 April 1969 
06:30-1 Greater Shearwater and 1 unidentified shearwater. 33 degrees 51' N, 75 degrees 
46' W, 65 miles offshore. 

07:30-1 Greater Shearwater; 3 unidentified shearwaters; 8 Wilson's Petrels. The petrels 
seemed to be following a "white-tipped" shark when first seen. The petrels followed the 
ship for a short while, apparently trying to feed on ham thrown overboard as bait for the 
shark. All were seen within a mile of 06:30 position. 

Shearwaters listed as "unidentified" were large, probably either Greater or Sooty, but 
they were too far away for identification. 

I am familiar with both Greater Shearwater and Wilson's Petrel from boat trips off 
Long Island and in the Bay of Fundy. Although this sighting of Audubon's Shearwater 
was my first one, the bird definitely was not a Greater Shearwater as it lacked the 
whitish rump, larger size, and more leisurely wingbeat of that species. Moreoever, its 
wingbeat was faster than that of the Manx Shearwater (which I have seen once in 
company with more experienced observers); the process of elimination combined with 
the area in which I saw the bird (Gulf Stream) makes me reasonably certain it was, 
indeed, an early Audubon's Shearwater. For a full discussion of the field identification 
of "black and white shearwaters" see Peter Post's "The Occurrence and Field 
Identification of Small 'Black and White Shearwaters' in New York" in The Kingbird, 
14:133-140, 1964. 

The sighting of these birds was very early. Birds of North Carolina (Pearson, Brimley 
and Brimley, 1942) gives the following early dates: Audubon's Shearwater, 6 July; 
Greater Shearwater, 22 June; and Wilson's Petrel, 27 May. 

There are, however, earlier records for the Greater Shearwater on 1 May 1965 off 
Long Island, New York. (Audubon Field Notes, 19:455) and 21 April 1911 in 
Massachusetts, (The Birds of Cape Cod, Mass., 1965). Palmer in The Handbook of North 
American Birds (1962) states that occasional Greater Shearwaters are found in the north 
Atlantic in June, and that the Wilson's Petrel reaches 30 degrees N latitude by the third 
week of April on the ocean, and only later moves inshore. There is also a record of 
Wilson's Petrel on 20 May 1967 at Ocean City, Maryland (Audubon Field Notes, 
21:493). 

From the above records it is clear that my observations of the Wilson's Petrel and 
Greater Shearwater are not unprecedented. Indeed, it would seem that such early 
occurrence, for the petrel at least, is probably standard. In any event, these records for 
all three species are the earliest known for North Carolina. 

[Dept. Ed.-Records of pelagic birds off the North Carolina coast are very scarce, and 
the timing of occurrences of most species r  is based only on fragmentary local data 
coupled with somewhat better data on arrival and departure from the breeding areas. 
Thus, additional records such as the above are always valuable.] 
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