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On 8 May 1970 a neighbor in Southern Pines, Moore County, N.C., called and 
informed me that their dog had overturned the hollow base of a pottery bird bath, 
revealing a nest with young birds inside. When I arrived, I found the nest on the ground 
inside the base where the neighbor had replaced it. The nest contained five young Tufted 
Titmice (Parus bicolor), with pin-feathers just appearing. 

The nest was square, measuring 5x5 inches, and it was 3/4 inch thick. It was a typical 
titmouse nest in its make-up. The base stood upright and was about 2 1/2 feet tall. It was 
cylindrical with a large bottom, narrower neck, and a flared out rim around the opening 
in its top. Habitat was a mature stand of loblolly pine (Pinus taeda), open on one side 
and with a second growth of dogwood (Cornus florida)) on the other side. 

I placed several cinder blocks around the base to prevent dogs from overturning it 
again. Afterwards, both parent titmice were observed coming to feed the young. They 
would alight on the rim of the base and drop down inside. They were easily caught by 
hand while inside the base. Both wore bands that I had placed on them in my yard, 
which is situated nearby. 

On 19 May all five young were well feathered and appeared ready to leave the nest. It 
seemed impossible for them to get out, as they would have to fly 2 1/2 feet straight up or 
climb the very slick walls. I therefore removed and released them nearby. 

Titmice normally nest in cavities and crevices in trees, and also make frequent use of 
bird houses. In Bent's Life Histories (U. S. Nat. Mus., Bull. 171, p. 394-396) nest heights 
of from 3 to 97 feet are mentioned, thus ground nesting appears very unusual. 
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