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On 6 and 7 October 1971 an adult Black Skimmer (Rynchops nigra) was found at
Roanoke Rapids Lake just north of Roanoke Rapids, N. C. This location is about 95
miles inland from the Atlantic coast. The skimmer was discovered perched on a concrete
platform directly adjacent to the V.E.P.C.O. dam structure at about 6:30 PM on 6
October.

Watching it for at least 20 minutes, I clearly saw the distinctive scissor-like bill plus all
other field characteristics from about 60 feet. It was relatively tame on both days,
allowing me to approach within 30 feet before flushing. When flushed, it circled low over
the water, returning to its resting place on the platform after 2 or 3 minutes. If not
molested, the skimmer remained perched on the platform; in fact, I never saw it take
flight except when intentionally flushed. Its flights were always of short duration and
never more than 100 yards from the platform. During the two days of observations, the
skimmer was not seen to engage in feeding activities. Although flight appeared strong
and well sustained, its apparent lack of appetite led to speculation regarding the bird's
general physical condition. Its hesitation on leaving its resting spot was also puzzling.

On 7 October Bill Collier and I returned armed with cameras to take some
photographs. Excellent light conditions prevailed, allowing us to secure several
recognizable photographs even though our equipment was quite basic and our experience
limited.

In all probability the Black Skimmer at Roanoke Rapids Lake was driven inland by
Hurricane Ginger's passage through North Carolina a week earlier. The 1959 revision of
Birds of North Carolina cites no previous inland records for this strictly salt-water
inhabitant.
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