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The nest of a Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) was found on 24 April 1971
approximately 90 yards E of Hwy 132 on the campus of the University of North
Carolina at Wilmington. It was approximately 10 feet up in a live oak tree (Quercus
virginiana) in a scattered grove. When the nest was discovered it contained nine Shrike
eggs. According to Life Histories of North American Wagtails, Shrikes, Vireos, and Their
Allies (Arthur Bent, 1965), the normal clutch is four to six eggs with four to five being
found most often. No reference was located which referred to a clutch of eggs this large.

On 4 May 1971 the nest contained five young shrikes and four eggs. I visited the nest
on several subsequent occasions but could not determine the number of eggs present. On
18 May the nest contained four young that left the nest at my approach. A single egg
remained in the nest. The fate of the other three eggs is unknown.
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