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The American Ornithologists' Union (1957) lists the Golden-crowned Kinglet 
(Regulus satrapa) as breeding "southward in the mountains to eastern Tennessee and 
western North Carolina," but no specific locale is given as the most southern point of 
nesting in the eastern United States. Sprunt and Chamberlain (1948) regard the bird as 
only a winter resident in South Carolina, while Burleigh (1958) lists no summer records 
from Georgia. Although Pearson, Brimley, and Brimley (1959) make no mention of the 
bird from the Highlands area, a growing body of evidence suggests that this high plateau 
region in southeastern Macon County, NBC., is the most southern breeding site for this 
species in the eastern United States. 

Curiously, the Golden-crowned Kinglet was not found at Highlands by Brewster 
(1886) during his visit in May 1885, nor were any individuals noted by Torrey (1898) 
although he thoroughly explored the area from 6 to 27 May 1896. Apparently the first 
records of the bird during the breeding season came when A.H. Howell reported 
individuals on 23 June 1930 in the great virgin tract of eastern hemlock (Tsuga 
canadensis) known as the Primeval Forest. Subsequently, Henry Stevenson noted the 
species in the Primeval Forest on 9 August 1937; but the species was largely extirpated 
from this vast tract by the heavy cutting of timber during World War II. Individuals have 
been noted in Highlands on 8 June 1944 by Lydia Sargent; on 26 March 1950 and 1953 
and throughout June 1956 by Toliver Crunkleton; from 22 through 29 June 1965 by 
D.T. Rogers Jr.; and on 27 August 1965 by D.W. Johnston (unpublished records from 
the Highlands Biological Laboratory). I noted singing males on 15 July 1968, two pairs 
on every day from 3 through 25 June 1969, and a singing male on 16 June 1970, all 
records coming from the mature stands of white pine (Pinus strobus) adjacent to the 
Highlands Biological Station buildings. 

In spite of the frequent summer observations, there appears to be only one verified 
nesting record from the region. On 11 June 1951 a Golden-crowned Kinglet nest was 
discovered 15 feet up in a Norway spruce (Picea abies) on the Rebecca Harris property 
next to the Highlands Biological Station (elevation 3,800 feet). Identification of the 
nesting pair was confirmed by Mrs. Allan Brown, J. M. Valentine, and Toliver 
Crunkleton; and Brown reported that three young birds were successfully fledge (pers. 
com.). 

Although this species is commonly thought of as confined to the Canadian zone 
forests of Fraser fir (Abies fraseri) and red spruce (Picea rubens), in the Highlands region 
the bird is associated with mature stands of eastern hemlock and white pine. Johnston 
(1964) suggested that the destruction of the Primeval Forest in the 1940s probably had 
an adverse impact on the Golden-crowned Kinglet population of the Highlands Plateau; 
but the species has apparently remained established as a summer resident in the region, 
although its numbers may have been significantly reduced. Observers in the Highlands 
region should remain alert to document additional breeding records of this locally 
common summer resident for which Macon County, N.C., appears be the most southern 
breeding site in eastern North America. 
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