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The Saw-whet Owl (Aegolius acadicus) is a fairly common summer resident of the 
Canadian zone forests of the southern Appalachians were Simpson (Chat, 36:39- 47) has 
found the species calling from 11 April through 13 June. On 7 April 1972 at 7:50 PM I 
heard a Saw-whet calling for several minutes from a mixed (mainly pine) woods 2 miles NE 
of Raleigh, Wake County, N. C. The wind was calm, and the air temperature was 74 F; but a 
cold front was approaching, and rain was imminent. Rain showers began shortly after 8:00 
PM and continued until well after the frontal passage at about 10:00 PM. The low 
temperature on 8 April was 32 F and the high only 43 F. The next night the temperature 
dropped to 23 F. Subsequent attempts to locate the owl were unsuccessful. While there are 
several fall and winter sightings of the Saw-whet Owl in Wake County, I am not aware of any 
previous spring records for the Raleigh area or of any other call-record for the eastern part 
of the state. 
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