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During the morning of 20 February 1972 I heard Blue Jays (Cyanocitta cristata) 
screaming wildly in the small trees on the lawn of my home, and upon looking out the 
window I saw no cat where the birds were centered; thus, I watched the birds a few 
minutes and determined the exact spot receiving their greatest attention. After the 
mobbing behavior had stopped, I went to the spot and found a dead Common Grackle 
(Quiscalus quiscula). The head and tail of the grackle were buried beneath fallen pine 
leaves so that the exposed part of the dead bird gave little indication that the black 
object was a dead bird. 

There was little reason to doubt that the dead grackle was the object of the Blue 
Jays' attention. Inasmuch as Blue Jays normally do not mob living grackles, it is 
noteworthy that these jays mobbed one that was dead and partly buried. 
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