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Double-crested Cormorant in Western North Carolina 

JOSEPH L. HALL 
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On 24 October 1971 my family and I were scanning Lake Julian, a large man-made 
lake in Buncombe County, N.C., when an unusual bird landed in the water. We watched 
it for about 45 minutes at a distance of approximately 400 yards with 7 x 50 binoculars 
and a 60X spotting scope. The all-black plumage and orange throat-spot clearly 
identified the bird as a Double-crested Cormorant (Phalaerocorax aulitus). Its behavior 
was also typical of a cormorant. The bird raised its wings and flapped several times and 
then held them in the air for 2 to 3 minutes. 

Birds of North Carolina (1959) indicates that the only previous record for the 
Double-crested Cormorant from Buncombe County is a bird seen in 1889. I do not find 
any other records of the species from the mountains of North Carolina, although Stupka 
(Notes on the Birds of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 1963) mentions two 
cormorant sightings in eastern Tennessee, one at the mouth of Abrams Creek and 
another near Gatlinburg. 
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