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At Scotland Neck, N.C., a large roosting congregation of birds was present during 
each of the recent falls and winters. The congregation contained Starlings (Sturnus 
vulgaris), Red-winged Blackbirds (Agelaius phoeniceus), and Common Grackles 
(Quiscalus quiscula). Gunmen often visited the roosting site to shoot the birds, and many 
birds were thus killed and crippled. When spending weekends at or near the roosting site 
during the falls and winters of 1970-1972, I saw numerous birds making adjustments to 
physical handicaps, at least some of the handicaps doubtless resulting from shooting. 

The most striking adjustments were those made by birds deprived of their flight 
capabilities. Such birds normally remained in the woods occupied by the roosting 
congregation or near dense bushes at its edge. When feeding in the adjacent peanut field, 
they usually remained within 10 m of such escape cover and ran into the woods or 
bushes upon my approach, much too soon for me to be able to intercept them. Only 
once when they had foraged out from a less dense portion of the woods was I able to 
capture one Red-winged Blackbird and two Common Grackles by rushing toward them 
from within the woods. When in the dense bushes the birds often climbed quickly to the 
tops of the bushes where they watched their foiled pursuer. One incapacitated Common 
Grackle steadily climbed up a grapevine all of the way to the top of a tree about 18 m 
tall, remaining at the top of the tree during the following half hour that I quietly waited. 

A short distance from the roosting site, at the barns of the Leland Kitchin Dairy 
Farm, a few birds were usually present. These birds, mostly Common Grackles, used the 
food wasted by the cattle and sought refuge from their would-be captors by flying into 
the nearby privet hedge. Other scattered birds remained all day in the vicinity of the 
roosting site, feeding on peanuts in the nearby fields or on food placed for other birds in 
Scotland Neck. The behavior of most of these birds clearly indicated injuries, but the 
behavior of some seemed normal, suggesting that not all were injured. Probably, though, 



all birds remaining throughout the day at or immediately outside the roosting site had 
physical handicaps, some of which were not apparent in field observations. 

Those birds remaining near the roosting site were noticeably less gregarious than 
others of the same species not remaining there, particularly the Common Grackles. The 
Common Grackles feeding in the peanut field beside the roosting site often fed widely 
scattered over the field; whereas, those feeding at a greater distance from the roost 
usually fed in much more closely organized flocks. 

Most of the birds with distinctive afflictions which served to identify them survived 
only short periods of time. 
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