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On 25 September 1971 while birding with a group of CBC members, I discovered a 
Reddish Egret (Dichnomanassa lufescens) in the brackish marsh just north of the north 
pond on Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge on North Carolina's Outer Banks. The bird 
was observed in good light through both binoculars and spotting scope. 

The bird was a dark phase individual clearly larger than nearby Snowy Egrets 
(Leucophoyx thula). The body colors were typical of those described for this species 
with the long bushy head plumes, bill with pale base and dark tip clearly visible. In 
addition, it was observed feeding in the very nervous manner of this species, including a 
somewhat subdued sequence of "open wing feeding" as described by Meyerriecks 
(Comparative Breeding Behavior of Four Species of North American Herons, Nutthall 
Ornithological Club Publications, No. 2, 1960). 

While it is recognized that there is much variation in this species and that at times 
separation from Little Blue Herons (Florida cerulea) is difficult, there seems no doubt 



that this was a Reddish Egret. Color photographs were secured and two have been 
submitted to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Photoduplicate File at 
Patuxent, Maryland. The photographs have been given acquisition numbers 198 ITa and 
198-ITb. 

This appears to be the second record of this southern wader in North Carolina. The 
first report was from near Charlotte on 27 July 1947 (Chat, 12:52, 1948). Two birds 
found in Berkely County, S.C., on 15 January 1934, represent the only published record 
of this species from South Carolina (South Carolina Bird Life, Sprunt and Chamberlain, 
1970). The publication of this note and the placement of photographs in the National 
Photoduplicate File allow the Reddish Egret to be added to the official bird list for 
North Carolina. 
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