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Pearson, Brimley, and Brimley (1942) regarded the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
(Sphyrapicus varius) as a breeding summer resident in the higher mountains of North 
Carolina, but they mentioned only four specific localities where the bird had been 
observed: Roan Mountain, Highlands, Joannana Bald Mountain, and Greybeard Moun-
tain. Elsewhere, the bird has been reported during summer in the Unicoi Mountains by 
Ganier and Clebsch (1944), the Great Smoky Mountains by Stupka (1963), and Mt. 
Mitchell by Burleigh (1941). To date, however, there appear to be no specific records 
from the Great Craggy or southern Great Balsam Mountains; and the following 
observations are therefore of interest. 

SOUTHERN GREAT BALSAM MOUNTAINS: Based on my field work in this range 
from 1963 to 1971, the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is an uncommon summer resident 
above 3,500 feet in deciduous forests that have been disturbed by logging or fires. 
During the months of May through August, I have a total of 16 records of individual 
birds at elevations from 3,600 feet to 5,800 feet. In addition to these individual 
sightings, groups of two or more birds have been noted at three localities in the range. At 
Wet Camp Gap (5,360 feet), Jackson County, a pair has been noted repeatedly in June 
1963, 1965, and 1969, while on 15 June 1968 two adults were carrying food into a 
nesting hole some 25 feet up in a large white oak (Quercus alba). The cries of the young 
birds could be heard, but I was unable to climb the tree to examine the nest. In June 
1963, 1965, and 1968 a pair was present at 5,540 feet on the eastern slope of Shining 
Rock, where the birds were seen entering and leaving a cavity in a yellow birch (Betula 
lutea). Although no evidence of eggs or young was noted at Shining Rock, an adult with 
two young was seen on 25 July 1969 just NW of Beech Gap, Haywood County at 5,400 
feet. 

GREAT CRAGGY MOUNTAINS: I have noted a pair at Craggy Gardens (5,300 feet) 
in June 1957, 1959, 1968, and 1969. During the first week of June 1957, two adults 
were carrying food into a nesting cavity 30 feet up in a white oak. I heard the cries of 
the young birds, although it was impossible to climb the tree for close examination. 
Elsewhere, I have noted pairs at Beetree Gap (4,900 feet) in June 1964 and 1969, at 
Sprucepine Ridge (4,200 feet) in June 1970, and on Craggy Dome (5,700 feet) in June 
1957 and 1970. 



In spite of the published records of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in western North 
Carolina, a great deal remains to be learned about the distribution of the bird in the area. 
Observers should be alert to document any breeding of the species in the region. 
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