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On 8 January 1972 I found a badly decomposed Bridled Tern (Sterna anaethetus 
recognita) on the shoulder of Hwy 12 at Oregon Inlet, just south of Nag's Head, N.C. 
The skull, wings, feet, and tail feathers were all that remained of the bird. I judged the 
bird to have been dead for at least 2 months. It could possibly have been blown ashore 
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by Hurricane Ginger during the first week of October 1971, as was the immature Bridled 
Tern (first state specimen) found at Oregon Inlet by David Hughes and Gary Williamson 
on 3 October 1971 (American Birds, 26:48, 1972). Roxie C. Laybourne kindly 
identified the remains of the Bridled Tern now deposited in the National Museum of 
Natural History (USNM #565914). 
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