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On 15 June 1971 I discovered a banded female Rufous-sided Towhee (Pipilo 
erythrophthalmus) incubating a clutch of three unusually large eggs in a ground-level 
nest concealed beneath a bush beside the driveway to my home near Zebulon, Wake 
County, N.C. The eggs were of normal color for the species, and two were normal in 
shape though larger than average. The largest egg was somewhat constricted near the 
middle much like a peanut shell with two seeds, one slightly larger than the other. At its 
greatest dimensions this egg measured 35.0 x 16.0 mm. The other two eggs were 27.5 x 
18.0 mm and 24.5 x 18.0 mm. Two extremely large P. p. erythrophthalmus eggs 
described in Bent's Life Histories (1968) measured 25.7 x 18.3 mm and 24.4 x 19.3 mm. 
Measurements of 50 eggs averaged 23.1 x 17.0 mm. 

On 21 June the smallest egg in the clutch had hatched, and the nest contained one 
chick and two eggs through 25 June. The morning of 26 June I found the eggs punctured 
and both eggs and chick being devoured by tiny red ants that completely covered the 
contents of the nest. 

A few days later I saw the banded female carrying nesting material toward a site 
about 150 feet from the first nest, but I did not locate the second nest until 3 August 
when it contained three well feathered chicks, which left the nest the next day. 
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