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An Olive-sided Flycatcher (Nuttallornis borealis) was observed 19 August 1972 in 
Montreat, N.C., at an altitude of 2,900 feet. This is the first published record of this 
species in Buncombe County since John S. Cairns included it in his paper, "The Summer 
Birds of Buncombe County, North Carolina" in Orn. and Ool. February 1889. In this 
paper he noted "but a few specimens; one on Craggy Mountain and one shot half way up 
the Black Mountain." (Cairns' observations were later included in a list of Birds of 
Buncombe County by Brimley in 1940.) The altitudes of both of Cairns' locations 
exceed 3,500 feet with portions of the Craggy range exceeding 5,000 feet. The altitude 



of this Montreat bird at 2,900 feet was significantly lower. The only other August 
observation of this bird was recorded by Wendell Smith at North Wilkesboro 17 August 
1968 (Chat, 33:28). 

The Olive-sided Flycatcher observed in Montreat was perched in the top of a dead 
oak tree on a mountainside. It remained for 20 minutes during which time it made two 
forays for food returning to the same branch each time, but facing in opposite directions 
so that all sides could be clearly observed through binoculars. While it preened, the fluffy 
white feathers above the flanks were exposed as large white patches on both sides above 
the wing secondaries. The olive sides, separated by a white line continuous with the 
white throat, were clearly visible. Photographs taken through a 600mm lens were 
submitted for verification. 

[Dept. Ed.—This editor concurs with the author on the identity of this bird from the 
photograph submitted, which, however, is not suitable for printing.] 
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