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During the summer of 1971 we found a small population of Traill's Flycatchers 
(Empidonax traillii) near Lake Raleigh in Wake County, N.C. (Chat, 35:113). However, 
no evidence of nesting was found. Traill's Flycatchers returned to the same area in 1972, 
and a careful and intensive study of these birds by several Raleigh birders resulted in the 
discovery of one and possibly two nests. 

In 1972 the first Traill's Flycatcher at Lake Raleigh was seen and heard singing on 20 
May, but a silent Empidonax flycatcher on 15 May in a nearby thicket was probably a 

Trail

l's. Chris Marsh visited this area on 29 May and observed at least three singing males 
and a female. On 11 June he and Bill Brown found a nest of this species in an elderberry 
(Sambucus canadensis) about 6 1/2 feet from the ground. Four eggs were in the nest, 
which was made primarily of fine grasses. The general habitat around the nest site was a 
low, open bushy thicket with a small cattail marsh nearby. 

On 18 June Edmund LeGrand found a mass of nest material about 10 feet up in a red 
mulberry (Morus rubra) on the edge of the thicket about 50 yards from the first nest. He 
suspected this Was the beginnings of a nest because a pair of adult Traill's Flycatchers 
were nervously flitting around the bush. The same day Harry LeGrand visited the first 
nest and found that pair of adults and their four eggs. 

Harry LeGrand visited the area on 30 June and observed both pairs of adults. At 
least two nearly-fledged young were present in the first nest. The second nest could not 
be located and may have been washed away by heavy rains. Both authors visited the 
thicket on 8 and 9 July, but we were unable to find the second nest again or the birds 
associated with it. On these dates the first nest was empty but intact. Although no young 
birds were seen out of the nest, it is believed that at least one fledged because the adults 
seemed disturbed when we approached the nest and refused to leave the immediate area. 

Raleigh is the second locality in North Carolina where Traill's Flycatchers have been 
found nesting, the other location being North Wilkesboro (Chat, 29:88). Thus the 
breeding range of this species ("fitz-bew" form) has been extended about 100 miles to 
the southeast. 
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