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A Wilson's Warbler (Wilsonia pusilla) was observed 29 August 1972 at an altitude of 
3,000 feet in Montreat, N.C. The bird was a male in full breeding plumage with a distinct 
nearly rectangular black cap behind a yellow forehead. Observation was made at a 
distance of 15 feet as the bird appeared in a dogwood near a window-ledge bird feeder. A 
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cold front had resulted in a low temperature of 55 F the night before this bird was seen. 
This bird appears to be a rare fall migrant in the mountains of western North 

Carolina. No other fall records of the Wilson's Warbler in this area have been published 
since the 22-25 September 1894 record in Brimley's 1940 list of "The Birds of 
Buncombe County" (Chat, 4:21-36). This warbler was also recorded by Bob Ruiz in 
Swannanoa, N.C., 25 September 1969 in an unpublished observation. Arthur Stupka, in 
Notes on the Birds of Great Smoky Mountains National Park (1963), lists only four fall 
records — 31 August 1941, 11 September 1944, 18 September 1934, and 2 October 
1939. Three of these records were at the Park Headquarters in Tennessee and one at 
Deep Creek. 

In view of these isolated records, further field studies are needed to determine the 
status of this bird in the mountain region of the Carolinas. 
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