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In a previous field note (Chat, 32:28-29) I expressed the opinion that Eastern 
Bluebirds (Sialia sialis) breeding in my wooded yard near Zebulon, Wake County, N.C., 
did not migrate in winter but merely dispersed along the roadsides. I based this 
assumption on the occasional sighting of a banded bluebird in my yard during December, 
January, and February, months when the species was rarely present around the nest 
boxes and more abundant than usual on wires along the road to town. Confirmation of 
my assumption comes from the recovery of an Eastern Bluebird banded at my station on 
6 October 1970 as a hatching year male. The bird returned on 7 May 1971, and it was 
apparently one of several males using my boxes that spring. On 23 January 1972 a 
member of the David Pearce family found the bird dead in the yard of their home. The 
Pearces live in Franklin County 0.9 of a mile from my banding station, and Mr. Pearce 
reports that he leaves his tobacco burner doors open in winter to prevent loss of birds 
roosting in his barns. 
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