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On 14 August 1972 my wife and I observed an adult Golden Eagle (Aquila 
chrysaetos) on the Tennessee-North Carolina state line at the junction of the Tellico 
Wildlife Management Area (Tennessee) and the Nantahala National Forest (North 
Carolina) in the Unicoi Mountains. When first seen the bird was gliding out of North 
Carolina. After traveling a short distance it turned diagonally along the crests of the 
mountains that mark the state line. Again, after flying a short distance the bird dropped 
downward into Tennessee and flew directly toward our location at Whigg Meadows, a 
clearing approximately 30 acres in size and located at an elevation of 4,800 feet. We did 
not move and the bird made several passes over the opposite side of the meadow at a 
height of approximately 50 yards before turning and gliding NE along the state line 
crests and then back into North Carolina. Atmospheric conditions were good for 
observations, with a partly cloudy sky and an easterly (out of North Carolina) breeze 
ranging in velocity from 5 to 10 mph. This is the writer's second sighting of this species 
in the same general area during the summer months. In early August of 1968 I observed 
another adult Golden Eagle approximately 10 miles W of Whigg Meadows in a small 
Tennessee mountain valley. 
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