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On 11 March 1973, while birding at Bird Shoal, opposite Beaufort, N.C., I discovered 
a Purple Sandpiper (Erolia maritima). I watched in amazement as it fed with Short-billed 
Dowitchers (Limnodromus griseus) and Dunlins (Erolia alpina) on a section of the shoal 
where sand flats predominate. There are no rock jetties within 1 mile of the location of 
this sighting. The Purple Sandpiper fed by both probing and picking. I approached to 
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within 20 feet of it, and I noticed that it seemed shyer than Purple Sandpipers I have 
observed on rock jetties. I watched it for at least 15 minutes. 

At the time of the sighting, the wind was from the SW at approximately 10 mph. 
When the bird was first sighted, visibility was restricted to about 100 feet due to heavy 
fog. After 15 minutes, the fog was dissipating rapidly, and visibility was over 1 mile. The 
tide was falling very rapidly. 

In winter, Purple Sandpipers are largely restricted to rocky seashores and rock jetties 
(Peterson, A Field Guide to the Birds, 1947). In North Carolina, I know of only one 
instance when this species has been seen away from a rock jetty or similar structure. On 
31 December 1967, Micou Browne (pers. com .) observed a Purple Sandpiper at Oregon 
Inlet. 

During this winter (1972-1973), I occasionally found a Purple Sandpiper at the Ft. 
Macon jetties or at the Radio Island jetty. However, it was often absent from these 
localities for several days at a time. It is likely that the Purple Sandpiper found at Bird 
Shoal was this same bird, and it is possible that it had been feeding on Bird Shoal 
regularly during the winter. (There are no other major jetties at the inlet or on the 
nearby ocean front). 

The Purple Sandpiper at Ft. Macon was often seen feeding in close association with 
Ruddy Turnstones (Arenaria interpris) and/or Sanderlings (Crocethia alba), both of 
which feed and roost at Bird Shoal. It was probably the close association with these 
species that led to the Purple Sandpiper's "learning" to use Bird Shoal. It is notable that 
on 28 January 1973, I saw "the" Purple Sandpiper feeding on a concrete ramp at 
Radio Island (next to the rock jetty) with Ruddy Turnstones. 
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