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On 11 May 1972, through the cooperation of District Ranger Junius 0. Baker Jr., I 
visited a colony of Red-cockaded Woodpeckers (Dendrocopus borealis) in the Enoree 
Ranger District of the Sumter National Forest. While this colony has previously been 
surveyed by Melvin L. Hopkins, Wildlife Assistant, USDA, Forest Service, it has not been 
reported in The Chat. 

The colony is located just off SC Hwy 72, 12 miles E of Clinton, Laurens County, 
S.C. South Carolina Bird Life (1970, p. 339 and 611) records the Red-cockaded 
Woodpecker inland along the western edge of the coastal plain to Aiken, Richland, Lee, 
and Chesterfield Counties. The Laurens County site extends the range of the species 
approximately 50 miles into the South Carolina piedmont. Newly discovered piedmont 



breeding colonies have also been reported recently in North Carolina (Chat, 35:54; 
37:17) and Virginia (American Birds, 26:843). 

Five adult Red-cockaded Woodpeckers were noted on the initial trip with one nesting 
hole found occupied. Several subsequent visits revealed adults carrying food to the nest 
cavity on 15 May and young birds calling within the tree 18 May. The nest hole was 12 
feet 8 inches from the ground on the west side of a 40-foot loblolly pine (Pincus taeda). 
The immediate area was relatively open with a young pine understory 4 to 5 feet high. 
Old fire scars on many tree trunks indicate that fire was responsible for the present 
forest condition. 

Red-cockaded Woodpeckers continued to be sighted in Sumter National Forest 
through December, indicating the existence of a permanent colony in Laurens County. 
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