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The Brown Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) eats primarily insects and larva but has been 
reported to eat lizards, salamanders, and tree frogs (Beal, McAtee, and Kalmbach, 1916, 
in Bent, USNM Bull. 195, p. 364, 1948). On 19 May 1973 I observed an adult Brown 
Thrasher striking a small snake on the Chapel Hill campus of the Univeristy of North 
Carolina. The bird was standing on the ground where the snake had been discovered in 
the leaf litter. I found that the snake had been decapitated and was wriggling vigorously. 
The body was approximately 8 inches in length and 1/2 inch at its largest diameter. The 
head could not be found. While I was examining the snake, an immature Brown Snake 
(Storeria dekayi), the thrasher flew off about 15 feet and made throaty chuck sounds, 
the only vocalization heard during this observation. 

After 30 seconds I moved 20 feet away, and the thrasher returned to the snake. The 
bird immediately began striking the snake. The bill was maintained at 90 degrees to its 
body axis, and its head was raised about 2 inches above the snake before delivery of each 
blow. The body pivoted at the acetabulum; otherwise, there was no movement. After 
about a minute of jabbing, during which time the snake ceased movement, the thrasher 
flew about 40 feet with the snake in its bill. For another minute the thrasher pecked at 
the snake and on three occasions threw the body about 6 inches above the ground. The 
thrasher spent about a quarter of this time peering at the snake. Pecking, throwing, and 
peering were accomplished using primarily the neck with little body movement. During 
the next 3 minutes the thrasher attempted to swallow the prey. Wing flashing was not 
observed (see Potter, Chat, 32:103, 1968). 

I was unable to confirm whether the thrasher succeeded in swallowing the snake, 
because a car stopped nearby and the bird flew out of sight. However, as the thrasher 
flew, I could not see the snake, and a thorough search for the snake was negative. I 
remained in the vicinity for another 3 minutes watching apparently the same bird forage 
in the forest litter. 

The thrasher and Storeria dekayi frequent the same habitat. This report indicates that 
the opportunistic feeding habits of the Brown Thrasher allow it to include small snakes 
in its diet. 
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