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On 18 May 1973 I found a Forster's Tern (Sterna forsteri) nest near Cape Lookout, 
North Carolina. It was on a small island (approximately 150 feet by 150 feet) 1/3 mile W 
of Morgan Island, which lies immediately W of the Cape Lookout Channel about 2 miles 
S of Harkers Island. The island was covered entirely by Spartina alterniflora and would 
be almost completely flooded by high tides. 

I was attracted to the island by two adult Forster's Terns in full breeding plumage 
that were sitting on a windrow of dry eel-grass (Zostera marina). They flew up as I 
approached and began circling overhead, constantly uttering the diagnostic "zrurr" call. I 
found the nest on the mat of eel-grass from which the birds had flown. It consisted of a 
few dry pieces of Spartia alterniflora culms loosely arranged around a single egg. The egg 
was essentially identical to those of the Common Tern (S. hirundo). It was 46 mm in 
length, was dark olive s  and had numerous brown blotches of various shades. 

This is the first positive nesting record of the Forster's Tern in Carteret County, 
although the species almost certainly nested at North River Marsh in 1971 (American 
Birds, 25:845), and possibly nested there as early as 1963 (personal observation). 
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