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The morning of 7 April 1973 the ocean off Kill Devil Hills, N.C., was perfectly calm. 
There were no breakers, and the surface was so flat and smooth that it reflected the sky. 
I scanned the water with a 30X Balscope, and as far as I could see up and down the shore 
and eastward toward the horizon the ocean was dotted with Horned Grebes (Podiceps 
auritus), mostly single birds in some stage of acquiring the nuptial tufts at the sides of 
the crown. Although the birds dived, bathed, preened, and rested, they were moving 
northward in an unhurried procession. As the birds that were at first directly in front of 
my position atop a sand dune moved out of sight to the north, more grebes steadily 
moved into view from the south. The birds generally ignored each other and remained 
spaced well apart, but two Horned Grebes were seen standing upright on the water face 
to face. Apparently in complete breeding plumage, they maintained this posture for a 
least a full minute, giving my wife ample opportunity to see the display. Neither Palmer 
(Handbook of North American Birds, Vol. 1, 1962) nor Bent (Life Histories of North 
American Diving Birds, 1919) mentions the occurrence of mutual displays among 
Horned Grebes during spring migration. Palmer (Handbook of North American Birds, 
Vol. 1, 1962, p. 76-77) says there is a slight suggestion from a few birds collected in 
Ontario that the male arrives on the breeding ground in advance of the female. My 
observation suggests that some birds seek mates during northward migration. 
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