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On 4 October 1971, while conducting a shorebird census at the south end of 
Wrightsville Beach, N.C., I observed a heavy migratory movement of Ospreys (Pandion 
haliaetus). In 2 hours and 10 minutes (16:00 to 18:10), I counted 90 Ospreys moving 
southward. Most were in small flocks and were soaring very high. The wind was from the 
north, and the sky was mostly overcast. On 1 October, Hurricane Ginger had moved past 
Wrightsville Beach and made landfall near Morehead City. The first day with northerly 
winds following the storm was 4 October, the day the Ospreys were seen. 

Robert Needham (pers. corn.) reported seeing several Ospreys over the Cape Fear 
River near Smith Island on the morning of 4 October, and it is possible that the Ospreys 
were moving south in large numbers throughout the day. 
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