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On Monday, 14 June 1965, Beth Lacy, 3129 McClure Lane, Knoxville, Tennessee 
37920, and I spent the day in the vicinity of Clingman's Dome, Indian Gap, and 
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Newfound Gap. It was early afternoon when we sat down on the stone wall at the 
Newfound Gap parking area (on the old road across the mountain) at the North 
Carolina end of the wall. We had been there only a few minutes when we saw a Red 
Crossbill alight on the bank (a road-cut) across the road from us. It collected food and 
flew into the evergreen tree almost over our heads. On a limb sat two fledgling birds, side 
by side. On another limb in the same tree, but at some distance, was another fledgling. 
All three fledglings were fed by the parents, and at no time while we watched, did the 
young ones fly. The mandibles of the young were not crossed. We reluctantly left the 
area after searching for the nest and observing the birds for about half an hour. 
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