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Several small farm ponds near my home, just SE of Chapel Hill, N.C., customarily 
attact a few Spotted Sandpipers during the spring migration, but no other transient 
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shorebirds have been noted on these ponds in 6 years of study although Solitary 
Sandpipers are fairly common in the vicinity. 

In late April 1971, one of these ponds, roughly an oval measuring 100 by 300 feet 
was partially drained for cleaning and restocking. Within a week, it was clear that 
something unusual was happening. My observations are summarized in the following 
table: 

Species 	 Extreme Date 	 Maximum No. 
Individuals 

Spotted Sandpiper 	20 April — 1 June 	 7 
Solitary Sandpiper 	23 April — 23 May 	 13 
Greater Yellowlegs 	21 April — 5 May 	 2 
Lesser Yellowlegs 	23 April — 7 May 	 9 
Least Sandpiper 	 26 April — 16 May 	 5 

Other records included several visits by an Osprey, and a rather late Blue-winged Teal 
on 10 May. 

None of these species is truly rare in this area, but it is interesting to compare the 
above figures with the maximum total individuals which have been recorded during the 
14 previous Chapel Hill Spring Bird Counts (averages in parentheses): Spotted Sandpiper 
26 (8), Solitary Sandpiper 8 (4), Greater Yellowlegs 1 (0), Lesser Yellowlegs 0, and Least 
Sandpiper 0. 

Shorebird habitat is scarce around Chapel Hill, especially in spring when ponds and 
lakes are well filled. It is significant that these birds so quickly availed themselves of a 
fortuitous occurrence, and a student of inland shorebirds would do well to search for 
similar circumstances. 

[The irregular but sometimes spectacular occurrence of shorebirds at inland sites is 
most interesting and certainly indicates a more general passage than usually recognized. 
See reports of similar occurrences by Carter (Chat, 32:102) and Mattocks (Chat, 
33:24-25). —Dept. Ed.] 
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