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The Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor) has been observed during the sum-
mer of 1972 in the mountain town of Brevard, N.C., elevation 2,250 feet. Although com- 



mon at lower altitudes, nighthawks are rare in the mountains except during the fall migra-
tion. The following, therefore, is of interest. 

At approximately 18:40 EDT on 24 May, a lone bird was sighted from our back yard, 
which is located in a wooded, residential section approximately 3/4 mile S of the center of 
town. The nighthawk approached from the south, flew almost directly overhead (at which 
time the white wing patches were clearly visible in a bright sky), and continued the unusual 
arrow-like path due north toward the center of Brevard. As a result of this sighting, partic-
ular attention was paid to the sky during June bicycle-birding trips along the fields and 
streams bordering the southern edge of Brevard. No nighthawks could be found in these 
semirural areas. July field trips also failed to turn up any nighthawks in these areas. 

On an unusual bicycle trip through the center of town on 6 August, a nighthawk's call 
was heard at approximately 20:20. One bird finally was located over one of the downtown 
buildings. Due to the darkness of the sky (heavy clouds as well as lateness), wing patches 
could not be discerned; however, calls, wing shape, and characteristic erratic feeding flight 
provided positive identification of this species, which I have observed many times 
during its fall migration through here and during summer business trips to Midwestern 
cities where it is a common breeder. The following evening, 10 x 50 binoculars were 
carried along. No nighthawks could be found over the fields, but at approximately 20:05 
one was seen in the same downtown location. Wing patches were distinct. Feeding seemed 
limited to a two-block area. 

No nighthawks were found over the fields on 13 or 15 August. The downtown area was 
not checked on the 13th, but on the 15th, five nighthawks were observed. One or two were 
calling. Seven nighthawks were seen briefly over the fields on 19 August; one was there 
on 27 August; four were present 28 August. The fall migration began in earnest on 29 Au-
gust and continued through 27 September. 

The downtown sightings of 6 and 7 August are not proof of residence, as the area had 
not been canvassed at any previous time during the summer. The additional birds observed 
downtown on 15 August may or may not have been juveniles raised here. 

Although further field work will be required to determine whether or not this species 
may be breeding here, its very presence in late May and early August is noteworthy. In 
Notes on the Birds of Great Smoky Mountains National Park (Stupka, University of Ten-
nessee Press, 1963) all references to nighthawks are at altitudes below 1,900 feet and on 
dates prior to 24 June or after 12 August. It is stated that no young or eggs have been 
found in the Park. Charles D. Hutchinson's mimeographed "Birds of Western North 
Carolina Check List," 1967, lists nighthawks as occurring in August as migrants. During 
the 1970, 1971, and 1972 Spring Bird Counts (late April and early May) in the mountain 
counties of Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, McDowell, and Yancey, as compiled in The Chat, no 
nighthawks were found. 

ADDENDUM: During the summers of 1973 and 1974 I observed a single pair of 
Common Nighthawks flying over the same area. I have been unable to gain access to 
the tops of buildings to search for eggs.—W.C. HOLLAND JR. 
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