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On 1 November 1973 a Fork-tailed Flycatcher (Muscivora tyrannus) was observed 
for half an hour by me and three other persons on Bull's Island, South Carolina. As luck 
would have it, I had brought my 275 mm lens along (attached to a Pentax camera), and I 
was able to photograph the bird with ease (Figure 1). 

Although this is the first record of the species for South Carolina, it has been sighted 
on at least two other occasions in the southeastern United States. Sprunt (Florida Bird 
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Figure 1. A Fork-tailed Flycatcher was photographed on Bull's Island in the Cape 
Romain National Wildlife Refuge on 1 November 1973, providing the first positive 
record of this tropical species for South Carolina. (Photo by John Henry Dick) 

Life, 1954, p. 500) places an apparently reliable Florida record on the hypothetical list 
for that state. Bent (Life Histories of North American Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows, and 
their Allies, 1942, p. 82) lists records for Mississippi as well as California, Kentucky, 
Maine, Massachussets, Michigan, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. One of the New Jersey 
records and those for California and Michigan are indefinite; specimens said to have been 
taken are either lost or destroyed. Danzenbaker (Cassinia, 54:32) describes several recent 
records of the species for New Jersey. It may be of interest to point out that a specimen 
collected by Audubon near Camden, New Jersey, in June 1832, served as the model for one 
of the most beautiful plates in his magnificent Elephant Folio. 

On the date of the record reported here, Gardner D. Stout (President, American 
Museum of Natural History) and I were spending the day on Bull's Island. Burkett 
S. Neely (Superintendent, Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge) provided red carpet 
treatment and drove us about the island in his jeep. As this was the first week of the 
refuge's annual bow and arrow hunt, he kept in touch with his staff by walkie-talkie. One 
of the hunters passed the word around that he had seen a flycatcher-like bird with an 
extremely long tail sitting on a telephone wire near Summerhouse Pond on the island's 
south end. We drove immediately to the area and spotted the bird on the wire. Thinking 
it to be a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (rare but seen at irregular intervals in the area), I 
busied myself with putting the camera together and stalking the bird for a shot. Then, in 
a loud clear voice, Gardner Stout identified it as a Fork-tailed. 

The bird was an adult in fine plumage with streaming tail feathers almost a foot long. 
Several times it left the wire hawking after insects, and each time it returned to land, the 
tail was opened completely like great shears, then closed to nearly a single streamer. Twice 
it landed at eye level on a Cassina bush, which gave me the chance hoped for with the 
camera. 



L. Irby Davis (A Field Guide to the Birds of Mexico and Central America, 1972, 
p. 129), who refers to the species as the "Swallow-tailed Flycatcher," gives the normal 
range as Mexico to Argentina. It is possible that tropical storm Gilda, which moved up the 
East Coast several weeks prior to the date of our observation, carried the flycatcher to this 
area. Several people attempted to relocate the bird the weekend of 3 November 1973, but 
without success. 

[For those unfamiliar with the Fork-tailed, it is a large, kingbird-sized flycatcher 
with pure white underparts, a gray back, black crown, and a long black scissor-like tail. 
Both sexes have a concealed yellow crown patch, smaller in the female. The species is 
figured on plate 28 of L. Irby Davis' book and plate 29 of Peterson's new Field Guide to 
the Birds of Mexico.—JRH] 
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