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At 14:00 on 23 October 1973, we observed a mature Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) 
at the Upper Coastal Plains Research Station about 10 miles SE of Tarboro, N.C. When 
first seen the eagle was flapping and gliding over a cleared area on the edge of the station 
property. A Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) was circling nearby, and the contrast in 
wingspan, angle of wings, and mode of flapping allowed us to identify the bird as a eagle 
immediately. 

As the eagle sailed overhead at about 100 feet altitude, we noted that it was deep 
brown in color with the base of the tail feathers white. The wings were proportionally 
broader in relation to their length than in the Bald Eagle (Haliaetus leucocephalus). The 
secondaries shortened abruptly next to the body. All of the above features are helpful in 
separating the Golden Eagle from the Bald Eagle. 

After gaining an altitude of about 300 feet the eagle glided about 2 miles on set wings 
to the vicinity of a small swamp south of the station. We followed the bird and again ob-
served it from about 100 feet as it glided over a small pasture. William Brown at this time 
noted small white wing patches as the bird wheeled to fly over the swamp. In the Golden 
Eagle, white shoulder patches occur in birds from Scotland and eastern Canada (Amadon 
and Brown, Hawks, Eagles and Vultures of the World). We concluded that the bird was 
a mature Golden Eagle, and probably a female as we estimated the wingspread at over 7 
feet. 
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