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On 25 May 1972, I was shown a drake Mandarin Duck (Aix galericulata) shot that 
day by James Boyd and B.H. Oates Jr. of New Bern, N.C. The identification of this 
species is so obvious that there is no need to belabor its description. I am not aware of a 
previous North Carolina record for this species. This individual was taken on a small 
woods pond off the Trent River in Craven County, N.C. 

One consideration might be that this duck had escaped from some collection of pen-
raised ducks. I do not believe this to be the case. The bird was reported to have flown 
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strongly. It was in its natural habitat, a wooded pond, and was associated with its North 
American relative, the Wood Duck (Aix sponsa). I carefully examined the specimen and 
found its plumage to be full, brilliant, and immaculate—in contrast to the usually dull and 
frayed appearence of pen-raised birds. 

The Mandarin Duck has been naturalized in Western Europe for a number of years 
(A Field Guide to the Birds of Britain and Europe, Peterson et. al., 1966). It is my sugges-
tion that this individual, like the Eurasian Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) and European. 
Wigeon (Anas penelope) strayed from there. The skin is now preserved as a mounted spec-
imen in the collection of Ralph Morris. 

[See "Policy Statement on Exotic Waterfowl Records" published elsewhere in this issue 
of Chat.—DEPT. ED.] 
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