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On 19 July 1967, three Song Sparrows (Melospiza melodia) were collected along 
the edge of a small creek on the west side of the North Carolina State University campus 
in Raleigh. Gilbert S. Grant kindly prepared the skins which were then sent to the U.S. 
National Museum where they now bear U.S.N.M. numbers 531131, 531132, and 531133. 
We examined the specimens and identified them as M. m. euphonia. This is the race 
which, according to Pearson, Brimley, and Brimley (Birds of North Carolina, Wray and 
Davis 1959 Revision) and the A. O. U. Check-list of North American Birds (1257, fifth edi-
tion), is the breeding form in the mountains of the State. Sykes reported the Song 
Sparrow breeding in the Raleigh area in 1965 (Chat, 30:39-42) and postulated at that time 
that the subspecies most likely was euphonia. 

The three identified specimens were males in worn plumage. Their testes measured 
7 x 5, 7 x 6, and 8 x 6 mm. Because of the late date in the nesting season when the birds 
were collected and the size of the testes, evidence is not conclusive enough to determine 
if these individuals actually bred in the Raleigh area or were postbreeding wanderers. 
Additional field work is needed to clarify the breeding range expansion of the Song Spar-
row into the piedmont of North Carolina. 
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