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On 19 May 1974 I observed two Sharp-tailed Sparrows (Ammospiza caudacuta nel-
soni) in Anderson County in northwestern South Carolina. The birds were of the Nelson's 
race, which nests from northwestern Minnesota to southern Northwest Territories and 
winters along the coast from South Carolina to Texas (Bent, Life Histories of North 
American Cardinals, Grosbeaks, Buntings, Towhees, Finches, Sparrows, and Allies, 1968, 
p. 819). 

I was walking along the damp edge of a marsh about 2 miles S of Townville when 
a sparrow flushed from foot-high grass in front of me. I identified the bird as a Sharp-
tailed Sparrow the second time it flushed from the grass, but not until it was flushed for 
the fourth time did it alight in a small bush. I approached the bird to within 18 feet 
and studied it in excellent light for 2 minutes. The bright ochre-orange color of the breast 
and face was easily noticed, as were the white stripes on the back, the solid dark crown, 
and the almost total lack of streaking on the breast and sides. A minute later and 50 yards 
from the first bird, I flushed a second bird from short grass along the marsh edge and into 
a small bush. This individual was even brighter-colored on the breast, face, and back than 
the first bird. Unlike the dark ear patches characteristic of the Eastern race (A. c. cauda-
cuta), these birds had pale brown auriculars. 

South Carolina Bird Life (Sprunt and Chamberlain, 1970) contains no inland records 
for the Sharp-tailed Sparrow, and a search through issues of the Chat and American Birds 
for the past several years failed to reveal any inland records; thus, this is apparently the 
first record for inland South Carolina. Sidney A. Gauthreaux and I reviewed regional bird 
books and American Birds to determine the spring status of this species in the south-
eastern United States, concentrating especially on inland records. The species appears to be 
a very rare, though a perhaps regular, migrant in the inland portions of the Southeast. It 
has a remarkably late migration period for a sparrow, as nearly all of the inland records 
fall between 15 and 25 May. Since the species regularly remains on its wintering grounds 
along the Gulf and southern Atlantic coasts until about 10 May, according to regional bird 
books, its occurrence in the inland portions of the Southeast during the latter half of May 
is not unexpected. Presumably the birds I saw had wintered on the southern Atlantic 
coast and were migrating to the northwest when they were discovered in Anderson County. 
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