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During July 1974 a colony of Dickcissels (Spiza americana) was present in a large field 
about 2 miles S of Townville, Anderson County, S.C. On 11 July I found six singing males and 
one female in the field, which had mixed grass-forb vegetation averaging approximately 3 feet 
in height. The males were obviously on territory and apparently had arrived only recently, as I 
did not detect the species in this field in May and June. I found four singing birds on 15 July 
and two on 20 July. On 28 July I found only one female, and she seemed disturbed when I 
approached her, acting as if there were a nest in the area. I did not see or hear any Dickcissels 
on a visit to the field on 10 August. I found no evidence of nesting by the colony, and I doubt 
that the birds actually did nest during their brief stay near Townville. 
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